et al.: JMU's first lady chairs community READ to Succeed program

JMU is the perfect
place for both my
research and teaching. The department
is not just interested in teaching
students, but also
having them be an
integral part of the
research performed
in the department.
While I really enjoy
teaching undergraduate students, I am
also looking forward
to engaging their
interests in physics
by exposing them
to new and interesting concepts. I feel
that through the
department at JMU
I can grow both as
a researcher and a
mentor.'
- JASON T. HARALDSEN,

assistant professor ofphysics
and astronomy

JMU's first lady chairs community READ to Succeed program

J

MU first lady Mary Ann Alger is chairing a new reading
initiative designed to improve literacy among elementary
school students in the local community. "We READ to
Succeed" is a partnership among JMU, the United Way,
Harrisonburg City and Rockingham County schools, Big
Brothers Big Sisters, the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Chamber of
Commerce, Smart Beginnings and Project Read. The goal of the
program is to have 100 percent of city and county students reading
on grade level before leaving third grade. Faculty members and students from the JMU College of Education and the Department of
Political Science are assisting in collecting and analyzing data from
the reading program. m
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Mary Ann Alger, JMU
first lady, reads to local
students in the READ
to Succeed program,
founded to improve elementary school literacy.
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'While my oldest
children were looking at colleges, I fell
in love with JMU
almost as much as
they did. I had been
considering a career
in academia and
decided that JMU
was a great fit for
me. I'd like to think
I'm a great fit for
JMU, too!'
- LISA J. CARMINES,

instructor of nursing
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